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I. HH Is general propoſition. is not 
founded in fact. No loans, that do 
not bear more than 10 per cent. intereſt, are 
' prohibited hy the orders of the Court of 
_ od hath been produftive. of park? ae canſe-. Directors; except loans from military of- 
5 ficers to the ſubjects of the Country Powers, | 
of the uu Powers in alliance with the: where ſuch officers command. On the con- 


. pany, #0 the; trade, Proſperity, population, trary, the Court of Directors have frequentiyx 


* 


Countries the e interfered in favour of the private creditors, 
AO" | | EX by uſing their influence with the Country 


eee 


— 
o 
. 
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: ere ſome loans Mat would fall within the pro- 

ig © » hibitions, . may, as in the inſtance above, 

3 * Pg 1 "ay 93 1 be true; but none of Mr. Benfield's tranſs. 

e ny 8 Ka ctions fall within that deſeription, as wil 

"+211 es 4 eee 1% 6 W head 
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have been # dealer in money tranſattiens, 10 an long courſe of bufineſs, receiving from th 

enormans extent} with one of the County Pomars hand of Mr. Benfield, the money which, wit 
in India, r Hr GTO their full knowledge, he was lending the 
2 „ͤ„ t5dand aviten Bo 21 50 Nabob of Arcot, to. Rs. debts which 


norm onae baue owed to the Company, and do which ac 
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ſervice, the nature of bis trade, and 


4  i£ 
5 8 . * . EST 1 
eee enn Es i= 554 


. 
— 


2 S 4 | [4 . - 4 — 
7 . | . \ : 
e. 7 : - 3% 4 4 * ; ? 
* - * by 
” 3 "$ * * 1 1 * - > . . ” f 
1 ? 8 - 
1 * x. 1 - 
* 18 EOS 7 5 
5 « : 4 . 
[4 f "= : - - 3 , 
9 7 = - a C - 
, . ; K v | : 
2 3 a 5 f ; , 
- A * » % - G Ly 
* * 1 1 1 * © 1 
89 6 A 7 F 9 
F x \ , 3 0 J 
. * 7 a 8 
A 81 y : : h ' * 
, : 3, , 4 - a : . A 
= a1 * „ = 
o " 
- 
* q 1 
- ü 5 » 5 
4 
A - = 


als Ms e e | 
. . Treaſury, firſt. and laſt, . above 800,000 . 
ſterling, no one ſuggeſted the leaſt objection 


to his lending the money for this purpoſe. 
4 But the Company having taken his money, 


the mover of theſe accufations now wants 


them to conſider the lending of it as 2 


crime; and applies regulations to the caſe, 
which, if juſtly applied, would deprive him 
of the right of recovering the balances due 
to him ; and reduce him to the neceſſity of 1 
ſeeking juſtice from a court of equity, in 
compelling the Company to refund to him 
thoſe ſums which they had ſa taken in breach 
of their own regulations. But the Court 
of Directors, as well as many of the firſt” 
law authorities in the kingdom, differ fromm 
the mover of theſe accuſations in this par- 
ticular. The „ u of Lord Loughbo- 
rang the pr reſent Attorney General, Mr. 

r. 


Dunning, Kenyon, Mr. Hargrave, 


r. NM Donald, Mr. Erſkine; and Mr. 


III. That the immenſe magnitude of the ſums 
alleged by him to de due as aforeſaid in the year 
1775, to the ſaid Paul Benfield, furniſhes a juſt 
cauſe to doubt wheiher the money (if really ad- 
vanced as pretended) could be acquired by lawful 
means, confidering Mr. Benfield's rank in the 
the time of 


his reſidence in India. 


Grant, have been laid before the Proprietors, - 
and they alt concur in declaring ſubſtantially, 

That Mr. Benfield's tranſactions in queſtion ' 
were neither contrary to the letter or ſpirit of 

any order of the Company at that time fub- 
fiſting. 


III. In a commercial country like Eng- 
land, accuſtomed to operations of credit 
and of finance, the ſuggeſtion that a mer- 
chant's actual poſſeſſions are to be the mea- 
fure of-his monied reſources, cannot deſerve © 
a ſerious anſwer. It appears, however, by 
the Treaty with the Dutch Company, ap- 
proved by the Court of Directors, that one 
of the chief native bankers was Joined with 
Mr. Benfield in that engagement. | 
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f ary ppg it 
frigate, at Madras in September 1775, or be- 
fore, of the Reſolution of the Company to reſtore 


| the King of Tanjore ; and the alledged morigaęr 
on that territory. is, by the Nabob of Arcot, 


A nat to bave been more early than the 

November of the ſame year , from which com- 
pariſon of dates, violent preſumption les, that, 
beides the violation of the Company's orders re- 
|  lative to ſuch lranſaFions, the ſaid aſſignments 
and mortgages were colluſive and fraudulent in 
themſelves, and colourably ſet up to defeat the 
execution of the Company's orders, which it was 
Mr. Benfeld's duty io have forwarded, inſtead 
of + athens in, nee. direftly or in- 
_ Sal 255473 474 
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Much ſtreſs having been Jaid on the opi- 
nion attempted to be propagated, that in 
theſe loans, he was only the agent for many, 
if not all the principal Members of the Com- 
pany's Government at Madras, he begs 
leave to refer to the affidavit made by him in 


S the court of King's Bench, (p. 172 of the 


papers publiſhed by the Court of Directors), 


and declares, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
that not only the gentlemen to whom that 


affidavit has reference, but that no other 
Member of the Company's Government 
ever had any concern with him, in any of the 


tranſactions in queſtion, with the Nabob of 


Arcot, or in the ſecurity on the Tanjore 
Country, or its produce. 


IV. Mr. Benfield's advances to the Nabob 

(except one particular tranſaction, which is 
the object of the 13th accuſation) ceaſed in 
the month of April 1775, which was the 
very month in which the orders for the re- 
ſtoration of the Rajah, were ſigned by the 
Court of Directors in England. Mr. Ben- 
field ſtood at that time poſſeſſed of a great 
number of different ſecurities, affecting the 
whole Country of Tanjore, which were in 
part liquidated in the courſe of the ſummer 
of 1775, and freſh bonds taken for balances 
on different ſettlements, agreeable to = 
cuſtom of the country. © 

In conſequence of the new en 


| entered into by the Nabob; with Mr. 


Monckton, the ſon-in-law of Lord Pigot, 
and other perſons, upon Mr. Benfield's de- 
clining the bulineſs, it became neceſſary for 
the Nabob to get part of his ſecurities re- 
leaſed, and accordingly Mr. Benfield, at his 

B 2 | deſire, 
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deſire, gave wp his \ ſecurities upon "the 
Tanjore Country at large, and accepted the 
fecurity of one ſingle diſtrict, which he deem- 
ed ſufficient for the amount of the ſeveral 
balances on all the other ſecurities remain- 
ing due to him, and accordingly the pro- 
per officer recorded the mortgage on this 
fingle diſtrict, in purſuance of orders from 
the Nabob, in the month of November 
1775. See the Nabob's Letter in the pa- 
pers printed by the Court of Directors, 
p. 198. 

No part of the money a ſecured, 


| was advanced later than the month of April | 


1775, nor was the ſecurity of this diſtrict. 
given for a ſingle ſhilling that had not been 


lent upon ſome part of the Tanjore Country. 


The fraud and colluſion altedged, can there- 


fore have no foundation but in the ſuſpi- 
cions of the accuſer ; and it is well known 
to molt of thoſe who were at Madras at that 


| | period, that after Mr. Benfie ld gave up the X 


V. That it was Mr. Benficld's duty to have 
cleared up to the Prefident and Council the ſaid 
ſuſpicious tranſaFions, in order to entitle bim to 
truſt in the Company's ſervice z yet he the ſaid 
Paul Benfield, although in making theſe claims 
be voluntarily engaged to produce his vouchers for 


' the ſame, and was repeatedly called upon, by 
Orders on Record, to produte them according ts 


his promiſe and his duty, never complied with 
the ſaid orders, or produced any aſſignment, bond, 
note, or other voucher whatſoever , but, inſtead 

| thereef, 


Nabob's bufineſs (as he did) i in diffatisfaQtion 1 


with his Highneſs's conduct towards him, he 
was upon no ſuch terms with the Nabob, as to 
a the leaſt colour for fo foul an  infiquation. 


N. Mr. Benfield, in anſwer to the enquiry, 
gave in a lift of his chairgs, and the vouch- 
ers for them, offering to produce them if 
deſired, and referred to the Courts in which 
every one of them ſtood recorded accord- 
ing to the laws of the country, which it 
was completely in the power of the Preſident 
and Council to refer to and verify, He 
alſo produced the general acknowledgment 
of the Nabob, of the truth and juſtice of 
every one of the demands, whereby his High- 
neſs 


pl 


165. 


— niet rom the Wha 'if 
Arcot, bo was the perſan moſt materially, and 
dire interefted in the ſucoeſt of a colluſfive prac- 
tice to defent the Company's orders for reftoring 
the King of Tagore , by which "certificate the 
juſt preſumption againſt: the fairneſs of "0 
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VI. That the ſaid Paul Benfield was called © 


upon, in the ſame ſolemn; manner, to produce 
vouchers of his receipts from the Tanjore re- 
venue, without, which the quantity. of bis pre. 
tended debt would not poſſibly be afcer tained; he, 
the ſaid Paul Benfield, never complies with the 
order, further than by 4 mere declaration on 
memory, of certain ſmall ſums, ſaid to have been 
received, hut fur which be bad groen' no- credit 
in the account preferted to the Profident and 
ao . enen 


2 9 * 


vn. That beving wade. s. complaint, ts li 
Pro en SE then a 
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and Mead aide dunn he 
Mr. Benfield, whatever might become of 
the ſeevrities ; therefore, it is not to be ſup- 
eee uh rent _ v ehr e 

The Preſident aid cone 1 pl bb 
diffatisfa&ion to the anſwer which Mr. Ben- 


| - (als made on that occaſion, but, on the con- 


trary, the minutes againſt Mr. Benfield, in 


the proceedings at Madras, are grounded upon 


other objections. Indeed it was reſerved 


. for Mr. Benfield's aecuſers in Europe to im- 
peach the truth and reality of his loans, 


which no one ever ventured, as he believes, 


wk ©. inſinuate in India. The large ſums paid 
into the Company's Treaſury by him on thar 


account, afforded an evidence of their 


exiſtence, too obvious for any one upon 


the ſpot to entertain the leaſt doubt on this. 


BY 

'VI. Mr. Benfield was called upon to ftate 
in general, how much he or his agents had 
received out of the ſecurities aſſigned; to 
which he replied in general terms, not 
waiting till the accounts were made up by 
agents at a diſtance. Out of about 
160, 000 J. ſterling, that was due to him 
thereon, he anſwered, that he had upon in- 


_ complete ſetelements, recovered about 6000. 


for which his agents had granted receipts ;. 
and conceives that a more minute anſwer 
was no way neceſfary to the object of that 


enquiry, nor was it called for. (See page 


—_— of the papers printed by the Court of 
; e i 


vw His 6 was, againſt bord 
Pigot, "oy" * authority and permiffion 
- ME 


-  Pantiate-tbe ſpecific: as f injury complained ofs, 
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he was ordered, in the ſame ſolemn manner, to jab-. 


and 10 produce the perſons: and particulars; 
which order was never obeyed, nor bath he ever 


ince produced 'the particulars or proof of the 


offence charged; from whence it may be juſtly; 
concluded, that the ſaid complaint f injury was 
brought forward for the purpoſe of raiſing diſſen- 
Hans, in the ſaid Council, and caufing that ſuò - 


verfion of lawful Government: which followed ; 


one of the reaſons expreſsly alleged in juſtification ' 
thereof, having been the ſuppoſed violence of. 


fond to ee nnen "I 


\Rajah's peoples: bad: illegally and violently 
plundered his property to à very great 
amount. In anſwer to which, he was told, 


inane} bis efdicdrebe eden brake the;ſoldiers\rater-higccommand, and the 


that if he could find out the individuals that 


did it, he might bring his complaints againſt 
them, and an enquiry ſhould be made into 
their conduct. See p. 207, of the papers 
printed by the Court of Directors. This 


he could conſider in no other light than 


a denial of juſtice, which rendered it vain 
to attempt to proſecute the matter farther. 


The imputed motive is not attempted to 


be proved by any better evidence than the 
ſuſpicions of his accuſer, and therefore de- 


." ſerves no anſwer. That a violence fo atro- 


againſt Lord Pigot is no way to be wondered 


at; but how Mr. Benfield ſhould be held 


Criminal for being the unfortunate object of 


W 


vin. That the nid Paul Benfield, in order 


to colour the ſubverſion of lawful government, 
did make to the uſurped powers who ſucceeded 
to Lord Pigot, a charge of ſeveral us of 
bribery and corruption on Lord Pigot, which 


be aſſerted had come to bis knowledge; but 


though it was bis duly to have proved ſo-weighty, 
a charge, if true; and. that it was a crime of. 


the blatkeſt. dye to make it, if falſe; be never. 
bas attempted any ſort of proof thereof, from the. 
day of making the charge io this hour, though, 
Lord Pigot continued alive, and @ priſoner, 
guarded by the Nabob's Black Horſe, in the. 


bands of the ſaid uſurped powers, for eight 
months after; and though the ſaid Paul Benſield 
continued all that time, and long after, in 
Madras, or the countries adjacent. 


that violence, ſeems ſomewhat unaccount- 


able. e e 
VIII. IX. Mr. 8 letter on this 


ſubject, and the anſwer. of Lord Pigot's_ 


ſucceſſors, are 


| among the papers printed by 
the Court of 3 


8, p. 155 and 156. 


So far was the charge from being made the 


day before the ſhip ſailed, that the anſwer to 


it arrived in England by the ſame convey- 


ance as the charge; and in that anſwer, a 
part of what was thereby firſt brought to 


light, viz. the receipt of a very valuable ſet 


of gold plate as a preſent (in undoubted 
violation of his Lordſhip's covenants and 
duty), ſtands confeſſed. Whoever is ac- 
quainted with the manners of the Eaſt, 
knows, that proofs of tranſactions of this 
ſort, paſſing between governors and perſons 


of high rank, without the intervention of 
infertor agents, can ſeldom, if ever, be 


proved, 


-— 


_ ious ſhould form one of the accuſations. 
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20 Ther by he rd Put Bel, red 
before the' ſoilinx of | the ſhip" fer — ad 
the impreſſion of "the charge might operate with: 
the Directors and the, public, is bis. prejudite, 
_ without any effetius} means of inquiry, the ſame 
being io be conveyed. by, the. perſans; "who. bad 
overturned lawful government. ating as the 
Council which is a. further. proof . ca- 
8 ee 
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X. That it Nee when ra Phe war 
Seized by the uſurped Pomer be was taken from. 
Bis on carriage, and put into a Poſt-chaiſe be. 
longing to the ſaid Paul 'Benfield; and that when 


proved, n. at the in⸗ 
ſtance of the Engliſti government, at whoſe 
requeſt alone thoſe perſons will ſubmit to 


the ſueceſſors of Lord Pigot, ſo far to in- 


terfere as to cauſe even the queſtions to be 
aſked, ſhews little of that colluſion. between 
them and Mr. Benfield, which the framer of 


theſe, accuſations ſo ſtrenuouſly endeavours 


_ to. impreſs upon the minds of the Pro- 
prietors. Mr. Benfield ſoon found it was in 


England alone that his Lordſhip's conduct 
could, by competent authority, be enquired 
into, either in point of public delinquency, or 


ner reparation to be obtained for the private 
injuries he had ſuſtained by his Lordfhip's . 
means, in point of property. Determined 
to purſue Lord Pigot in both theſe lines, 


he thought it became him, not to collect. 


evidence in ſeeret, but to give the public. 
Nqtic K. above mentioned of proceedings 
whic pt be Lord Pigot's death bt ar. 
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W + Mr. moan has by his (dave, ſworn,” 
before_.one of the Judges of the Court of 
King's Bench (p. 172 of the papers pub- 
liſhed by the Court of Directors) denied, 


1 
4 


ſome time after” an order was given by the ſaid. that he knew any thing of the purpoſe "= 


Powers to remove Lord Pigot at midnight from which Colonel Stuart borrowed his chaiſe at 


his f place of confinement, to ſome more 4 . 
tant but unknown' ' priſon, Paul Benfield's pol. 
cbaiſe was again in waiting ie convey lin 
thither. 
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the time Lord Pigot was arreſted. ee 
The plain truth of this tranſaction is, 


that Colonel Stuart, having no carriage of 


huis on fit for uſe at that time, and Mr. 
e Benfield having a ſpare one, Colonel Stuart 


ſent for it, and had it whenever he pleaſed, 


which happened almoſt" daily for fome time 
both before and after Lord Pigot's impriſon- 


6 
"ZFik . 2 1 it 


ment, of which event Mr. Beafield had 


not 


i 


eint ow Nr cb. es ende oh u sten peibiontiuntunitand He has in 
the above-mentioned aſſidavit ſworn, that 
Ke ren, © 


oe ot 01 wat eine rut bownt 
e au. Fleet b K it r eee een 
35: eee ee e eee een I 120 
eee It + mm” cored e be Evi 
** 9 PII e OA 231411 F847 


- . q E % * . 42 95 2 
40g 21 San i io one en bra 
* 


* 
een eee aan een 
* ; 1 4 
, i 
g 1 2 » "SF... PTS... ** * 
a & 4 * * * ws 1 1 * + S 
PF” *p = 4 82's 117 11 l n —4 YEE 
o K « ” 2 4 1 
Y 3 þ A 2 1 7 | 113 * * * 4% I bs N : a i . 
v #3} - 37 126 * 1 oF, 1 * $. 4+ _— FA bs. es Ihe p Ty 
oY N * * 


| i Wa 5 7 

574% ei ng d 4210162107 og: Daldbt 
| = . 

Yo 2300911) 00 ENNIO AT LOUIE 


: x > i * 
ien 21 10! 4697 ig 


 confultationreſpeting that impriſonment. 


Ein chaiſe was afterwards made uſe of 


ngſeput; upon 


40 | by Colonel Stuart, when the intention was 


"aſs Ms Kare, * chat - other 
_ carriages. had been alſo borrowed, . that 
| 2 fulbicient. relay of... convenient , carriages 


N be-om up the road. And Nhat. was 
as he conceives, hy cha Coun- 


el, or Colonel Stuart, as an ac ,- 
t, is now turned iata an 
accuſation of Mr. Benfield. 


XI. e h aofferts; be reteived i 


tion to Lord Pi 


. In oonſequendk of the. m 


4 
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indte of 


no afiſtance from thoſe who ated as Colintil after Lord Pigot and his Council, re his i Lg 
ptiſonment, which is ſtated in 

the papers printed by the Court of "Dire 
His Lordſhip! 8 ſucceſſors wrote "the letter. to 


the ſaid Council, firongly enforcing "the "ſaid by e Rajah, of Tanjore, which. h is printed in . 


© the impriſonnient of Lord Pigot, in his claims 
on the Tumore country; whereas it 7 appears that © 
Be tarried with kin 'to Tanjore, 4 letter from 


claim, by-which be cauſed a great alarm and 
much miſchirf in that conttry, where the people © 
apprebendid their run N ove cr orders oo * 

_ Jas __ , 
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